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82. ZtiNIGA's ACCOUNT OF THE APPOINTMENT OF CUSTOMS
RECEIVERS. 1475z.
.,. For years men from the ports of Andaluzia frequented the
navigation to the coasts of Africa and Guinea, whence they were
in the habit of bringing back negro slaves, of which there were a
great number in this city [Seville], and for years considerable
profits accrued to the royal exchequer from the fifths. But on-
wards from the last years of King D. Henrique, King D. Alonso
of Portugal has intruded in this navigation, and all trade was
carried on by the Portuguese, the men of Sevilla protesting; but
they were not heard up to the moment when the war provided
an occasion for the recovery of this right; and the king and
queen from Valladolid, on August 15*, sent a command to
Sevilla, and to all these ports, that the Portuguese should be
barred from that trade, and that ships should be equipped to
navigate to it; their order was well received; and to be employed
about their navigation and to set about the collection of their
fifths, they appointed as deputies and receivers dr. Anton
Rodriguez de Lillo, one of their council, and Goncalo de Coro-
nado, inhabitant and alderman of Ezija [Ecija]. With this
arrangement, a number of caravels very soon sailed, and that
very profitable trade was re-established.
83. RAIDERS FROM PALOS SEIZE A NEGRO PRINCE IN GUINEA.
QUEEN ISABELLA TO Mos6sr DIEGO DE VALERA, TORDE-
SILLAS. 15 MAY 14763.
Mosen Diego de Valera. I have been informed that certain in-
habitants of that town of Puerto de Santa Maria and of the town
1 Ortiz de Ztiftiga, Annales de Sevilla (1677), pp. 373-4. Extract, trans-
lated. The value of these Annals is only secondary, for Diego Ortiz de Ztiftiga
(1633-80) wrote two centuries after the event. But he used contemporary
chronicles and documents which he cites, and he spent a great part of his life
in Seville, assembling material from public and private archives in prepara-
tion for his work, and so the Annals are generally reliable.
* The order for the appointment of receivers of the customs is dated August
19 (doc. 81), This order of August 15, to which Zuftiga refers, has not been
found. It is possible that he misread the date in the manuscript in the Seville
archives. Alternatively, it is possible that he knew of another document, order-
ing the exclusion of the Portuguese from Guinea, which has now been lost.
3 Boletin de la Real Academia de la Historia> LXIV (1914)! 367-8. Translated.